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Position on
Criminal Background Checks

The American Camp Association (ACA) is committed to the physical and emotional safety of children
and youth. This commitment is reflected in the education, training, publications, and camp standards
that ACA provides. ACA believes that camps should utilize multifaceted screening and hiring programs

and support practices appropriate fo the clientele, staffing, supervision and program consideration of
each camp.

An important aspect of any screening program is biometricbased* criminal background checks for all
staff and volunteers with access to children, youth or vulnerable adults. In order for camps to implement
effective biometricbased criminal background checks, a reliable federal program must be in place.
ACA supports the establishment of a comprehensive federal biometrichased criminal background

checking system that is reasonable in cost, timely in resionse, uniform in availability to camps across



